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4. The Greek Myths

The Greek myths are germane to our theme for two reasons: they pro-
vided a major resource for the symbolism of the Middle Ages and Re-
naissance and they played a role in the story of the origin and
development of symbolism in western culture. As part of this story, I will
examine in this section some theories as to the origins of the myths and
the extent to which Plato’s monumental achievement was a product of
this tradition and of the beliefs of Greek peoples from an even earlier
time. The myths and the gods they depicted were at the very center of
Greek and Roman culture and spiritual life during the classical period and
later and they were a feature of the education of literate people from the
late Middle Ages and Renaissance up to our own day. They have there-
fore had a vibrant history over a period of some 4,000 years and only
now as knowledge of classical literature and languages is being lost are
they in danger of disappearing as a cultural force.

The first known written references to the Greek myths are in Hom-
er’s epic poems the Iiad and Odyssey which are now thought to have been
written towards the end of the 8th Century BC. The Iliad of course re-
lates the story of the latter part of the Trojan war when the Greeks be-
sieged the city of Troy in an attempt to recover Helen the wife of

96





index-10_1.jpg





index-1_1.jpg





index-14_1.jpg





index-9_1.jpg


index-7_1.jpg
\\\\\\%EK\\\}.\\\ L(%;






